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Resolution Calling on Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the State 
Legislature to Work with New York’s Congressional Delegation to Ensure 
any Congressional Efforts to Pass the Family First Prevention Services Act 
Ensures Essential Fiscal Resources are Maintained to Support Families in 

Need 
 
WHEREAS, the Family First Prevention Services Act, was considered in a prior 
Congress, but was not enacted; and 

 
WHEREAS, there is a desire again to enact this legislation; and 

 
WHEREAS, the legislation is well intentioned in that it would for the first time allow 
federal Title IV-E reimbursement for some preventive services to help children at risk of 
neglect or abuse; and 

 
WHEREAS, the federal legislation also proposed extensive new reporting and 
information system requirements, eliminated federal funding for currently authorized 
services, imposed restrictive administrative and implementation barriers, put in place 
punitive maintenance-of-effort funding requirements, among other shortcomings and 
oversights; and 

 
WHEREAS, should this federal legislation advance, New York’s Office of Children and 
Family Services estimates that New York State and its counties could lose up to $250 
million annually in currently available federal funds for child welfare; and 

 
WHEREAS, the counties of New York fund a sizable percentage of these child welfare 
services with locally raised property taxes and other revenues; and 

 
WHEREAS, New York State and its counties have provided prevention services for this 
population without any federal matching funds for decades and this bill would provide 
no credit to states like New York that were proactive and early adopters in providing 
prevention services for children and families at risk; and 

 
WHEREAS, Governor Cuomo, on behalf of the New York State Office of Children and 
Family Services (OCFS) sent letters to United States Senators’ Charles E. Schumer and 
Kirsten E. Gillibrand notifying them of the harmful impact this legislation would have 
on New York, and also provided suggested amendments; and 

 
WHEREAS, some of specific amendments requested included expanding the 12-month 
time limit for Mental Health and Substance Abuse Prevention funding not to exceed 24 
months when certified by a qualified mental health or substance abuse clinician; Aid to 



Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) delinking; and placement settings for 16-
17- year-olds; and 

 
WHEREAS, the loss of federal funding and the restrictions within the current bill will 
jeopardize child welfare services in New York State. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) calls upon Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the State Legislature 
to work closely with New York’s Congressional Delegation to amend and improve the 
Family First Prevention Services Act so that early adopter states are not penalized by 
strict maintenance-of-effort provisions, that current federal reimbursement streams 
be maintained, and sufficient flexibility be provided to meet the unique circumstances 
in different states; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution shall be sent to 

member counties for their consideration; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution 
to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature, the New York State 
Congressional Delegation and all others deemed necessary and proper. 

 


